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The State Government today announced a significant boost in resources to oversee animal
welfare in Western Australia.

The State Government today announced a significant boost in resources to oversee animal
welfare in Western Australia.

Premier Colin Barnett said funding to improve animal welfare would more than double to
$1.6million annually.

"The Liberal-National Government recognises the importance in improving animal welfare
standards and increasing confidence in the enforcement of these standards across WA," Mr
Barnett said.

"The State Government's investment will include the appointment of six additional full-time
inspectors and doubling annual funding to the RSPCA to $500,000 under a service delivery
agreement.”

The regulatory responsibility for the Animal Welfare Act 2002 will shift from the Department
of Local Government to the Department of Agriculture and Food WA (DAFWA)).

Agriculture and Food Minister Terry Redman said DAFWA would work with the RSPCA and
others to continue developing standards for the care of animals in WA, educating the
community about animal welfare and enforcing the Animal Welfare Act 2002.

"DAFWA has already played a significant role in creating policies and education programs
around the management of welfare for livestock and has worked with business and animal
welfare groups to develop and implement industry standards,” Mr Redman said.

The Minister said there would be a clear separation of DAFWA's animal welfare compliance
arm from its education, research and production arms to ensure due process in both its
enforcement activities and its continued development of livestock industries.

Animal welfare administration is undertaken by the agriculture or primary industries
portfolio in most other States.
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Acknowledgement of Country

The Government of Western Australia acknowledges the traditional custodians throughout
Western Australia and their continuing connection to the land, waters and community. We
pay our respects to all members of the Aboriginal communities and their cultures; and to
Elders both past and present.
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